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Abstract. This article posits that security upgrades at embassies to effect successful antiterrorism may 
necessarily contribute to achieving the political goals of terrorists. 
 
One predictable reaction on the part of some United States (U.S.) legislators and executive branch 
officials to the Nairobi and Dar es Salaam explosions is the call for security upgrades of embassies. This 
reaction is occurring even though the U.S. Congress intentionally has not allocated money necessary for 
embassy security to meet standards set in 1985 and even though U.S. State officials have not strongly 
fought for the money. Both sources--seemingly to blame--may be on to something. Meeting security 
standards plays into the hands of anti-US terrorists. (1) The money spent for embassy security upgrades 
cannot be spent on other needs and initiatives of the US and its allies. (2) Security upgrades usually 
entail less accessibility, visibility, salience, and cooperative opportunities for the US presence in other 
countries. (3) Security upgrades usually link the terrorist threat in a country to the US presence. The US 
appears to be at fault, not the terrorists. Therefore, successful antiterrorism in the sense of deterring 
and preventing terrorist attacks in specific locations still has significant positive consequences for 
terrorists. 
 
Of course, unsuccessful antiterrorism efforts also may have positive consequences for terrorists 
congruent with the political objectives desired by the latter. In fact, one might conclude that terrorism's 
attraction lies partially in its inevitable positive consequences for the perpetrator regardless of 
antiterrorist and even counterterrorist operational success. (See Cromberz, G., Eccleston, C., Baryens, F., 
& Eelen, P. (1998). Attentional disruption is enhanced by the threat of pain. Behaviour Research and 
Therapy, 36, 195-204; Feldman, S., & Stenner, K. (1997). Perceived threat and authoritarianism. Political 
Psychology, 18, 741-770; Risen, J. (August 8, 1998). Neither embassy met current security guidelines. 
The New York Times, http://www.nytimes.com; Riskind, J.H. (1997). Looming vulnerability to threat; A 
cognitive paradigm for anxiety. Behaviour Research and Therapy, 35, 685-702; Tomaka, J., Blascovich, J., 
Kibler, J., & Ernst, J.M. (1997). Cognitive and physiological antecedents of threat and challenge appraisal. 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 73, 63-72; Tripp, G., Tan, S., & Milne, J. (1995). Risk 
perception and anxiety. New Zealand Journal of Psychology, 24, 37-43; Vasey, M.W., Daleiden, E.L., 
Williams, L.L., & Brown, L.M. (1995). Biased attention in childhood anxiety disorders: A preliminary 
study. Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 23, 267-279.) (Keywords: Kenya, Tanzania, Terrorism.) 
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